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DR. SUSAN C. STONICH    OFFICE HOURS: HSSB 2084, TUES 1-3 
AN/ES 130C      PHONE: 893-8627 
SPRING 2007      E-MAIL: stonich@anth.ucsb.edu 

 
THIRD WORLD ENVIRONMENTS:  

GLOBAL FOOD SYSTEMS & HUMAN FOOD SECURITY 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Welcome to Anthropology / Environmental Studies 130C.  This course 
examines the history of the global food system and its impacts on ecosystems, ecologies, and human 
nutrition and food security.  The course focuses on how the global agricultural, capture fisheries, and 
aquacultural industries have expanded and have been integrated into the global food system. One of the 
major objectives of the course is to provide you with information to make more informed decisions about 
consuming these products. The course addresses sustainable development issues stemming from the 
industrialization and globalization of agriculture, capture fisheries, and aquaculture through the Green 
Revolution, the Green-gene Revolution (agricultural biotechnologies), and the Blue Revolutions (capture 
fisheries and aquaculture).  We will use a human dimensions of global change perspective to do this: i.e., 
by focusing on the driving forces that have stimulated the globalization of agriculture, fisheries, and 
aquaculture; the diverse impacts of the industrialization of agriculture, fisheries, and aquaculture 
(economic, environmental, social/cultural, and nutritional); and the various and contending human 
responses to the positive and negative impacts of these expanding global industries (e.g., the formation 
of issue oriented global resistance networks such as  the Food Sovereignty Movement and the Slow Food 
Movement).  Of particular concern are the impacts on ecosystems and ecologies, on livelihoods and 
communities, and on human nutrition and food security (including food safety).  The course will examine 
some of the major issues currently surrounding the global food system including policy changes, 
especially those related to international and global trade policies; certification, Òbest practices,Ó and 
consumer guides; and the expansion and consequences of new biotechnologies such as genetically 
modified crops and livestock and nanotechnology.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: Your grade in this course will be determined by: 
 
1) TWO EXAMS (a midterm [05/03/07] and a final [Wed. 06/13/07] - 40% each)  80% 
2) Attendance and participation in discussion section     20%  
           TOTAL 100% 
Both the midterm and final exams may consist of a combination of IN-CLASS AND TAKE-HOME exams. 
The in-class portion of these exams will consist of multiple choice questions and/or short identifications.  
The take-home portion of the exams will consist of 1 or 2 essay questions.  LET ME STRESS THAT I 
WILL NOT ACCEPT ANY LATE TAKE-HOME EXAMS Ð NO EXCEPTIONS!   
 
LEARNING RESOURCES: 
Three texts are required for this course. A few books are on reserve through the UCSB Reserve Book 
System (RBR) and several articles will be available through ÒERESÓ the UCSB electronic reserve system. 
I will also make class presentations (PPTs) available through ERES.  In addition, I will provide you with 
the URLs of many Internet sites which you can access for further and more up-to-date information.  
These should be considered Òrequired reading.Ó  There are also several Òsupplementary readings,Ó I 
encourage you to consult these readings as they may be very useful in carrying out your individual 
research project. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
Michael Pollan, The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals, The Penguin Press, 2006. 
Miguel A. Altieri, Genetic Engineering in Agriculture: The Myths, Environmental Risks, and Alternatives, 
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Food First Publications, Second Edition, 2004. 
Peter Rosset, Food is Different, Zed Books, 2006. 
 
 
BOOKS ON RESERVE IN THE RESERVE BOOK ROOM (RBR): 
Eric Schlosser, Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-American Meal, Perennial Harper Collins, 

2002. 
James, R. McGoodwin, Crisis in the World’s Fisheries: People, Problems, and Policies, Stanford 

University Press, 1990. (Part I and Part III). 
Susan Stonich, The Political Ecology of Poverty and Environmental Destruction in Honduras, Westview, 

1993. 
Alessandro Bonnano (editor), From Columbus to ConAgra: The globalization of agriculture and food, 

University of Kansas Press, 1994.  
Frances Moore Lappe, Joseph Collins, and Peter Rosset with Luis Esparza, World Hunger: Twelve 

Myths, 2nd edition, Grove Press Book, 1998. 
Marion Nestle, Food Politics: How the Food industry Influences Nutrition and Health, University of 

California Press, 2002. 
Marienne E. Lien and Brigitte Nerlich (editors), The Politics of Food, Berg Publishers 2004. 
Henry Miller and Gregory Conko, The Frankenfood Myth: How Protest and Politics Threaten the Biotech 

Revolution, Praeger, 2004. 
Special Issue of The Ecologist (Slow Food: A movement to save the world). Volume 34, No. 3, 2004. 

Available in print through RBR and also online through INFOSURF 
http://www.library.ucsb.edu/eresources/ejournals/index.html  This issue contains many articles 
that are relevant to this course.  See especially: Nano Cuisine by Jim Thomas, p. 11; IF You Plant 
Them, WeÕll Pull Them Up by Mark Lynas, p. 26; Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser, p. 40; The 
Pleasures of Slow Foods by Corby Kummer p. 42; Interview with Carlo Petrini (Founder of the 
Slow Food Movement), p. 50; Debate-Advertising to children, p. 16;  

 
A FEW USEFUL INTERNET SITES (to start): 
 
Food First: The Institute for Food and Development Policy http://www.foodfirst.org A progressive 

think tank located in Oakland, CA begun in 1975, that focuses  on agriculture development, 
alternative agriculture, the global food system, food security, and food sovereignty. 

 
FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations) http://www.fao.org United Nations 

agency focused on international/global food system, agriculture, fisheries, and aquaculture. 
 
IATP(The Institute for Agricultural and Trade Policy http://www.iatp.org A progressive think tank 

located in Minneapolis, MN begun in 1986 that promotes family farms, rural communities, 
sustainable ecosystems, and food security through research and education, science and 
technology, and advocacy. Has many working groups and Internet based discussion groups 
related to more specific topics such as alternative agriculture, aquaculture, trade, GMOs, and 
nanotechnology.   

ETC Group (Action Group on Erosion, Technology, and Concentration) [ formerly RAFI (Rural 
Advancement Foundation International] http://www.etc.group.org ETC group works primarily at 
the global and regional (continental or sub-continental) levels. It conducts research and analysis 
of technological information (e.g., plant genetic resources, biopiracy/intellectual property, 
biotechnologies, and nanotechnology) and in the development of strategic options related to the 
socioeconomic ramifications of new technologies.  
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Via Campesina http://www.viacampesina.org Global coalition of grassroots nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) that promotes food sovereignty, small farmers, and rural communities. 

Peoples Food Sovereignty: The Agriculture Trade Network http://www.peoplesfoodsoveregnty.org 
Issue oriented global NGO coalition. 

IPC Food Sovereignty (International NGO/CSO Planning Committee for Food 
Sovereignty) http://www.foodsovereignty.org is a global network of NGOs and CSOs 
engaged in food sovereignty issues and problems. It includes several working groups 
including agroecology, fisheries, and indigenous peoples. 

Habitat Media http://www.habitatmedia.org The producer of two of the films weÕll be watching in class 
(Empty Oceans, Empty Nets and Farming the Seas. A wonderful compilation of basic descriptive 
information on the status and impacts of global fisheries and aquaculture. Includes discussion of 
issues, interviews with diverse stakeholders, and links to other useful sites.  

 
Oceans Alive (a project of Environmental Defense) http://www.oceansalive.org  Environmental DefenseÕs 

take on problems and solutions related to the worldÕs oceans. Includes a seafood guide and a 
conservation guide for divers and other recreational users of the sea. 

 
Monterey Bay Aquarium http://www.mbayaq.org/cr/seafoodwatch.asp Probably the best known seafood 

consumer guide that includes regional recommendations for the West Coast. 
 
Blue Ocean Institute http://www.blueoceaninstitute.org Another seafood guide for consumers. Includes a 

great deal of information on the environmental consequences of both wild caught and cultivated 
seafood species. 

 
South East Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC) http://www.seafdec.org  

Intergovenmental organization of 12 SE Asian countries created to develop sustainable fisheries 
and aquaculture in the region.  Publishes, Fish For the People. 

 
Canadian Centre for Excellence in Aquaculture (AquaNet) http://www.aquanet.ca One of the 

Canadian Centres of Excellence. Focuses on integrating academics, communities, and industry 
in research and development of sustainable aquaculture in Canada and elsewhere.  International 
and interdisciplinary in focus (including social scientists). 

 
 

COURSE OUTLINE 
Part I.   Introduction: The Global Food System (Week 1 & 2) 
Apr 3 Distribute syllabus 
 5 Film: Fed Up  
 10 The Omnivore’s Dilemma 
 12 The OmnivoreÕs Dilemma - continued  

• Required Readings: Pollan (2006); Wilk (The Extractive Economy) on ERES; Food First (2006) 
12 Myths About Hunger http://www.foodfirst.org/node/1480 . 

 
Part II. The Green and the Green-Gene Revolutions (Week 3, 4, 5) 
 17 The Green and the Green-Gene Revolutions - Introduction 
 19 History of Agricultural Development 
 24 Agricultural (and aquacultural) Development in Honduras 
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 26 Film: The Business of Hunger 
May 1 Development, Disasters, and Food Security in Honduras  

• Required Readings: Rosset (2006); Altieri (2004); visit relevant Internet sites listed above (Food 
First, IATP, ETC Group, FAO). 

 
 3 MIDTERM EXAM 
 
Part III. Focus on a Few Commodities (Week 6 & 7) 
 8 Bananas 
 10 Coffee - Film: Buyer Be Fair 
  Discussion Section Film: Thirst (Water) 
 15 Are OrganicsÕ the Answer???????  - Film: Beyond Organic 

• Required Readings: Thoroughly review the ÒBuyer Be FairÓ site http://www.buyebefair.org 
paying particular attention to the link (Certification in Depth). 

 
Part IV.  The Blue Revolution: Capture Fisheries and Industrial Aquaculture (Week 7, 8, 9) 
 17 Fisheries and Aquaculture Ð Lecture 1 
  Discussion Section Film: Empty Oceans, Empty Nets 
 22 Film: Farming the Seas 
 24 Resistance to Industrial Shrimp Farming 
 29 Aquaculture and Food Security 

31 Contending Perspectives on Aquaculture: Films: The Violence of the Blue Revolution and 
From Paneus to Pachydrms 

 Discussion Section Film: Integrated Aquaculture 
• Required Readings (all available on ERES): Food First Backgrounder, Stonich and de la Torre 

(2002) ÒFarming Shrimp Ð Harvesting HungerÓ; Boyd and Clay (1998) ÒShrimp Aquaculture and 
the EnvironmentÓ; Boyd et al. (2005) ÒCertification Issues for Some Common Aquacultural 
SpeciesÓ; Naylor et al. (1998) ÒNatureÕs Subsidies to Shrimp and SalmonÓ; Naylor et al. (2000) 
ÒEffect of Aquaculture on World Fish SuppliesÓ; Naylor et al (2001) ÒAquaculture-A Gateway for 
Exotic SpeciesÓ; Naylor and Burke (2005) ÒAquaculture and Ocean Resources.Ó  Visit relevant 
Internet sites listed above beginning with Habitat Media.. 
 

Part V. Fast Food, Slow Food, and Food Sovereignty: The Future of Food 
Jun 5 Film: Ripe for Change 
 7 Alternatives to the Global Food System 

• Required Readings: Food First Backgrounder (2005)  ÒGoing Local on a Global ScaleÓ on 
ERES;  Rosset (2005) ÒTransgenic Crops to Address Third World HungerÓ on ERES; Food First 
Report ((2003) ÒVoices from the SouthÓ on ERES. Review Food First website. 

  
Jun 13 FINAL EXAM 12-3pm 


