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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA BARBARA        SPRING 2007 
 
 

ES 135B:  ADVANCED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING 
(DRAFT, 4-2-07, 135Bco07) 

 
Time:  Tuesday, 7-9:50 PM         Room: Building 387, Room 101 
Lecturer:  Paul Wack, AICP                  Office: Bren 4021 
   P.O. Box 1086, Morro Bay, CA 93443-1086 
 
Office Hours: Tuesday, 4:00-5:00 PM (UCSB); W, 2:00Ð4:00 PM; Thurs, 11:00-2:00 PM (CAL POLY) 
Phone: 893-2968 (UCSB)     756-6331 (Cal Poly)    e-mail: pwack@calpoly.edu 
 
 

SUMMARY OF COURSE 
 
For 25 years this course has been about connecting interdisciplinary dots to address environmental planning 
problems, especially at the community level. During the 1980's class members conducted special studies 
for the Community Environmental Council (CEC) to document the failure of CEQA to adequately mitigate 
and monitor environmental impacts, which contributed to the implementation of AB 3180 in 1988 (ES 
135A Reader). During most of the 1990's the class conducted studies and f ield work to help the 
revitalization of Goleta Old Town. In recent years the class has focused on sustainable/community 
indicators involving the South Coast of Santa Barbara (with ES 116), at first with the CEC and more 
recently with the current effort to make the UCSB campus more sustainable.  
 
One of the course readings announces in the opening sentence: "What a difference a year makes". Although 
the forces of natural systems are perceptually slow and change is subtle, with occasional abrupt events, 
humans are generally oblivious to the environment that supports them. Since this course was last offered in 
Spring Quarter 2006, it seems that the phrase "The World Changed Today" is very appropriate, although  
many humans remain confused, or unaware, about the current trends of global change that will mandate 
lifestyle adaptation at several levels. Adaptation should not mean serious decline in quality of life, which is 
where planning enters at stage right, as most issues confronting both the global environment and humanity 
can be connected in some way to the cumulative impacts associated with the use of land. This course is not 
about prediction; it is about prevention (An Ambulance in the Valley) and pursuing a future of hope and 
sustainability in a climate changing world.  With that said the organization of the course this year breaks 
precedent (no community/campus class project) and provides class members an opportunity to help 
redesign (the 4th R) the course to help prepare future 135B participants to confront the challenges awaiting 
them during the course of this century.  I t will be an exciting journey, which begins now. 
 
We cannot solve the problems we have created with the same thinking that created them.    
          --AlbertEinstein 
 

Required Texts 
 
Kolbert, Elizabeth. 2006. Field Notes from a Catastrophe: Man, Nature, and Climate Change.  
New York, Bloomsbury USA. 
 
ES 135B Course Reader, (Available at Grafikart, 6550 Pardall Road, Isla Vista) 
(NOTE: ES 135A Winter Quarter 2007 Course Reader will also be used, as assigned). 
 
Fulton, William and Paul Shigley. 2005. Guide to California Planning. Second Edition.  
Point Arena, CA, Solano Press 
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Grading Program 
 
Grades will be based on the defined assignments outlined below.   
 
Attendance and Participation        100 
The Kolbert Report (April 24)        200 
General Plan Evaluation (May 8)        200 
The Exam (May 29)         300 
Seeking Solutions: Sustainability and Climate Change (June 5)    200 
       TOTAL POINTS             1000 
 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

If you don’t know where you’re going, you’ll end up somewhere else.      -- Yogi Berra 
 
 
April 3 
 
Introduction: Course Organization 
 
Overview of course; with special attention to connecting planning and the climate change related class 
project(s) to Elizabeth Kolbert's Field Notes from a Catastrophe: Man, Nature, and Climate Change. 
 
http://www.sbplibrary.org/eventsprograms/sb-reads-field-notes.html  
 
Topic:  The Planning Profession 
 
Readings:  
 
Cook, John R., et. al. 1999. ÒChapter 4: The Planning ProfessionÓ, in  
The Complete Guide to Environmental Careers in the 21st Century.  
Washington, D.C. 81-104.  
 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning. 2000. Guide to Graduate  
Education in Urban and Regional Planning.  Association of Collegiate  
Schools of Planning. 
 
http://www.acsp.org/Guide/guide_index.htm  (3-29-07)  
 
American Planning Association: www.planning.org  
 
Planetizen: www.planetizen.com  
 
 
Topic: Planning and Climate Change -Introduction 
 
Readings:  
 
Knack, R. 2006. "Hot Topic." Planning. 72 (8). 40-3. (HANDOUT) 
 
Downs, A. 1972. ÒUp and down with ecology- the Issue attention cycleÓ.  
The Public Interest. 28: 38-50.       xx 
 
 
Topic: Planning for Sustainability: Building Bridges or Castles in the sky?  Part I 
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Defining Sustainability/Sustainable Development: Looking for Simplicity 
S=E3 + NS4 + F7 
 
Readings:  
 
Sustainable Communities and Planning: The Need for New Directions  
Lecture Outline (Also in ES 135A Reader, pp. 379-386) 
 
 
April 10 
 
Theme:   Community Planning and Climate Change 
 
Guest Speaker:  Dave Davis, Executive Director 
  Community Environmental Council (CEC) 
 
http://www.communityenvironmentalcouncil.org/  
 
Readings:  
 
Kolbert, Field Notes from a Catastrophe (as assigned) 
 
Class Discussion: General Plan Analysis Assignment 
 
Readings (Reference for assignment):   
 
Kaiser, E.J., &  Godschalk, D.R., (1995). Twentieth century land use 
planning: A stalwart family tree. Journal of the American Planning  
Association, 61(3), 365-385. 
 
California GovernorÕs Office of Planning and Research (OPR). 1987. 
Planning Law Analysis and Test Organizer (PLATO).  Sacramento. 
pp. 1-2, 14-5, 1-6. 
 
Baer, W. C. 1997. ÒGeneral Plan Evaluation Criteria: An Approach to  
Making Better Plans.” Journal of the American Planning Association.  
63, 3: 329-344. 
 
 Fulton, Chapter 6. 
 
ES 135A Reader ( OPR Guidelines, Chapters 1-3. pp. 143-146) 
http://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/PDFs/General_Plan_Guidelines_2003.pdf  
 
 
April 17 
 
Theme:  Regional Planning Perspective 
 
Guest Speaker: Michael Powers, AICP 
  Deputy Director of Planning 
  Santa Barbara County Association of Governments 
 
http://www.sbcag.org/  
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Readings:   
 
Mike PowerÕs Presentation: What is SBCAG? with assorted charts ,tables, etc. 
 
 
Topic: State-Regional-Local Collaborative Planning: The Example of the California Coastal Act of 1976 
 
http://www.coastal.ca.gov/web/ccatc.html  
 
Readings:  
 
Starrs, Paul. 1994.  ÒThe Importance of Places, or a Sense of Where  
You AreÓ, SPECTRUM. (Summer). 1-17. 
 
California GovernorÕs Office of Planning and Research (OPR).  2005.  
ÒCaliforniaÕs Council of GovernmentsÓ, in The California Planner’s  
2005 Book of Lists. Sacramento. 35-6. 
 
The California Coastal Planning Process Lecture Outline 
 
Wheeler, S.M. (2002). The new regionalism: Key characteristics of an 
 emerging movement. Journal of the American Planning Association, 
68(3), 267-278. (reference) 
 
 
Class Discussion:  Climate Change and Planning: Preparing for Kolbert and Earth Day 
 
Readings: 
 
Kolbert, Field Notes from a Catastrophe (as assigned) 
 
 
April 19 
 
Elizabeth Kolbert's  Presentation at Campbell Hall, 8:00 p.m. (free) Get there early!!! 
 
April 22 
 
Earth Day 2007 Ð Global Warming: Change Begins With Learning 
 
10:00 a.m. Ð 5:30 p.m., Santa Barbara County Courthouse Sunken Gardens (free) 
 
http://www.communityenvironmentalcouncil.org/events/earthday/earthdayHighlights.cfm  
 
April 24 
 
Theme: Planning at the County Level - Santa Barbara Style 
 
Guest Speaker: Dianne Meester 
  Assistant Planning Director 

Planning & Building Department, County of Santa Barbara 
 
http://www.countyofsb.org/plandev/  
 
Readings: TBA 
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Class Discussion: Climate Change and the Kolbert/Earth Day Experience: Is there a change in the wind? 
 
DUE: Assignment #1: The Kolbert Report 
 
 
May 1  
 
Theme:  Community Planning in the City of Santa Barbara 
 
Guest Speaker:   Janice Hubbell, AICP 
  Community Development Department, City of Santa Barbara 
 
Readings:  
 
Power Point Slides: Santa Barbara County Streams, Lower Mission  
Creek  Flood Control Project. 
 
Topic: Development Review Process: Following ÒThe SnakeÓ 
 Specific Plans: A Comprehensive Implementation Tool 
 
Readings:  
 
Fulton, Chapter 12 (ÒDoing the Big Deals: Specific Plans and Development AgreementsÓ) 
 
Project Review Process (ÒThe SnakeÓ) 
 
Solnit, Albert. 1983.  Project Approval. Belmont. Wadsworth Publishing 
pp. v-ix; 5-29; 39-40; 94-5, 97. 
 
Jarvis, Frederick D. 1993. ÒChapter 4, Ingredients of a Successful Land PlanÓ, 
 in Site Planning and Community Design for Great Neighborhoods.  
Washington, DC. Home Builders Press. 48-59. 
 
The City of Pasadena Permit Center 
http://cityofpasadena.net/permitcenter/abtpmtctr.asp#Lobby 
 
California GovernorÕs Office of Planning and Research.1998. Specific 
Plans in the Golden State. Sacramento. .Retrieve from 
(http://ceres.ca.gov/planning/specific_plans/sp_index.html 
 
City of San Jose Department of City Planning & Building. ÒWhat is the 
Jackson-Taylor Residential StrategyÓ, What is the Communications Hill  
Specific PlanÓ, and ÒWhat is the Mid Town Specific Plan?Ó (brochures)  
 
The Planning Center. When to Use the Specif ic Plan. (one page) 
 
 
May 8 
 
Class Discussion: General Plan Assignment Q&A (DUE next week) 
 
Class Discussion: Roundtable on Planning for Sustainability: Building Bridges or Castles in the sky?   
Part II 
 
Readings (as assigned): 
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Sustainability and Land Use (Arcata and Santa Monica) Lecture 
(Power Point, selected slides) 
 
Berke, P, et. al. 2006. Shaping plans through the sustainability prism model. 
 In Urban land use planning. Fifth Edition. Chicago. University of Illinois  
Press. 35-58. 
 
Wheeler, Stephen. 2004. Theory of sustainability planning, in Planning for 
sustainability: Creating livable ,equitable, and ecological communities.  
London. Routledge. 35-52, 244 (See ES 135A Reader, pp. 387-406). 
 
Wheeler, Stephen. 2004. Issues central to sustainability planning, in  
Planning forsustainability: Creating livable ,equitable, and ecological  
communities. London. Routledge. 66-84, 245. 
 
Wheeler, Stephen. 2004. Tools for sustainability planning, in  
Planning for sustainability: Creating livable ,equitable, and ecological 
 communities. London. Routledge. 86-101, 247, 253-266. 
 
Berke, P.R. & Manta Conroy, M. 2000. Are we planning for sustainable  
development? Journal of the American Planning Association, 66(1), 21-33. 
 
Gunder, M. 2006. Sustainability: Planning's saving grace or road to perdition?  
Journal of Planning Research and Education 26: 208-221. 
 
American Planning Association. 2000. Policy Guide for Sustainability, 
retrieved 3-31-07 from  
http://www.planning.org/policyguides/sustainability.htm?project=Print  
 
May 15 
 
Field Day: Related to class climate change project 
 
DUE: General Plan Evaluation Assignment 
 
May 22 
 
Theme:  The Role of Land Trusts in Environmental Planning 
 
Guest Speaker: Michael Feeney 
  Executive Director, The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County 
 
Visit web site: http://www.sblandtrust.org/  
 
Readings: 
 
Starr, Kevin. ÒFoundations of a new kind of governanceÓ. Los Angeles Times. (January 4, 2004). M3. 
 
Class Discussion: Roundtable on Sustainable Planning and Implementing Solutions:  
 
Readings:  
 
Randolph, J.(2004). Design with Nature for People: Sustainable, Livable, and  
Smart Land use Development (Chapter 6). In Environmental land use planning 
 and management. (pp. 106-140).Covelo, CA. Island Press. 
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Corbett, J. and Corbett, M. (2000). An introduction to village homes (Chapter 2) and Designing with nature 
for people: A sustainable approach to urban design. In Designing sustainable Communities: Learning from 
Village Homes. ( pp. 21-51, 135-174) Covelo, CA. Island Press 
 
References:   (Most sources provided by Suzanne Reed, Center for Clean Air Policy, 3-31-07) 
 
Local/Regional Government 
 
City of Seattle, WA  Climate Action Plan   www.seattle.gov/climate 
 
King County, WA  Climate Action Plan  www.metrokc.gov/globalwarming  
 
Marin County Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan   www.marinsustainability.org 
City of Santa Cruz  Cities for Climate Protection Program    www.ci.santa-cruz.ca.us/pw/ep/climate.html  
Sacramento County  Sacramento Region Blueprint  www.sacregionblueprint.org 
San Francisco Bay Area  Smart Growth Strategy/Regional Livability Footprint Project 
www.abag.ca.gov/planning/smartgrowth/  
Pasadena Green Building Program 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/permitcenter/greencity/building/gbprogram.asp  
San Mateo County   Countywide Sustainable Buildings Guidelines (Recycle Works) 
http://www.recycleworks.org/greenbuilding/index.html  
 
Smart Growth 
 
Smart Growth America      www.smartgrowthamerica.org  
Smart Growth Network/Smart Growth Online  www.smartgrowth.org  
Caltrans Transit Oriented Development Database http://transitorienteddevelopment.dot.ca.gov  
 
Energy Efficiency 
California Energy Commission  www.energy.ca.gov/ 
 
Green Buildings 
US Green Building Council  www.usgbc.org/  
Architecture 2030   http://www.architecture2030.org/home.html  
Global Green USA Developing Green Building Programs  http://globalgreen.org/publications/index.html  
 
Local and Regional Government Assistance 
 
CA Blueprint Learning Network  http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/off ices/orip/BLN.htm 
Local Government Commission   www.lgc.org 
California Center for Regional Leadership  www.calregions.org 
ICLEIÑ Local Governments for Sustainability www.iclei.org  
 

!  Following/Participating in the California Climate Change Policy Process 
 
California League of Cities  www.cacities.org/index.jsp  
California Air Resources Board (CARB) www.arb.ca.gov/cc/cc.htm  
California Climate Change Portal  www.climatechange.ca.gov  
 
Topic: Community Indicators in Planning (if  time allows) 
 
Readings 
 
Community Indicators in Planning (S440) American Planning Association National  
Conference, San Francisco, March 20, 2005 Power Point Slides  
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Hart, Maureen. 1999. What is an indicator of sustainable community?  
in Guide to sustainable indicators. North Andover, MA. 26-41. 
 
Flynn, Patrice, David Berry, and Theodore Heintz. 2002. ÒSustainability and  
Quality of Life Indicators: Toward the Integration of Economic, Social, and Environmental MeasuresÓ, 
Indicators: The Journal of Social Health, 1, (4) 
Retrieve from http://www.flynnresearch.com/products2.htm  
\ 
International Institute for Sustainable Development. Compendium: A global 
 directory of indicator initiatives. Retrieve from http://www.iisd.org/measure/compendium/  
 
Philips, Rhonda. (December, 2003). Community Indicators. Planning Advisory  
Service Report Number 517. Chicago. American Planning Association. 
 
May 29 
 
The Exam (7;00 – 8:30 p.m.) 
 
Class Meeting/Discussion (after exam):  Preparing for "Seeking Solutions: Sustainability and Climate 
Change", DUE June 5. 
 
June 5 
 
Theme:  Landscape Architecture and the Built Environment: Designing for Sustainability 
 
Guest Speaker: Susan Van Atta, ASLA   
  Landscape Architect 
Readings:   
 
Townsend, Bickley. 1999. ÒThinking Green”. Santa Barbara Magazine.  
Spring. 35-7. 
 
Hsu, Betsy Boehm. 1994. ÒLandscape Architecture Today: Definitions and 
DirectivesÓ, in Tom J. Bartuska and Gerald L. Young, eds. The Built  
Environment: Creative Inquiry Into Design and Planning. Menlo Park. Crisp 
Publications, Inc.  pp. 209-19. 
 
Brooks, Kenneth R. 1994. ÒLandscape Architecture: Process and PaletteÓ, in 
Bartuska and Young, eds., 221-230.  
 
Final Class Discussion:    Roundtable on Planning for Sustainability and Climate Change:  

  Reducing Footprints or Bambi Meets Godzilla? 
 
DUE:  Seeking Solutions: Sustainability and Climate Change Assignment 
 

Ideas won’t keep; something must be done about them.   -- Alfred North Whitehead 
 


