COURSE OUTLINE

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 165B
SPRING QUARTER 2008

HSSB 2201
TUESDAY & THURSDAY, 5:00-6:15p.m.

Lecturer-of-Record: Greg Mohr
Co-Lecturer: David Stone
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs., 4:00-4:45 p.m. and otherwise, by appointment, Bren 4021

gregmohr@excite.com
stonearcheo@yahoo.com; dstone@dudek.com

Please provide us with your e-mail address right away so that any announcements and other
communications can behandled in a timely manner!

Texts: CEQA HandbookFinal EIR for the Arco Golf Course, EIR Excerpts Reade, Environmental
Impad Assessment (All On Reserve and-or used in 165AFall 2007)
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Meeting Date Topic/Assignment
1 Tues. 4/1 Introdudion and Course Overview. (GM)

Goals, assignments, materials and resources
Vision for class/Grading criteria

Project Introduction

Work product expectation, materials available
April Fools! (tba)

2 Thurs. 4/3 Project Description Overview. (GM)
What makes up a good project description?
Use of tables/figures/graphics
Project Completeness

Assignment 1: Application Incompleteness L etter.
Due Thurs. April 17

3 Tues. 4/8 Environmental Sdting (GM-DS)
Identify relevant environmental factors for impact assessment
Effective Presentation

Assignment 2: Project Description/Environmental Setting
Due Tues. April 22

4 Thurs. 4/10  Site Visit (GM-DS)
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Conduct a site visit to perform initial site analysis and evaluation
Property taxes due (pay up, suckers)

5 Tues. 4/15 Peer Review Discussion: Project Description and Environmental Seting
(GM)
Critique Public EIR for adequacy
Income taxes due (pay up, suckers)

6 Thurs. 4/17  Initial Sudy(DS)
Preliminary identification of impacts, mitigations, proper environmental
document type, and alternatives (if EIR)
Scoping, Notice of Preparation (NOP), Public Comment
(Assgnment 1: Application Incompleteness L etter due)

7 Tues. 4/22 Impad Analysis (GM)
Thresholds of Significance; direct impacts vs. indirect impacts; potential
vs. predicted impacts; “rule of reason” in impact assessment; nexus
Assignment 3: Impact Analysis
Due Tues. May 6
(Assignment 2: Project Description/Environmental Setting due)

8 Thurs. 4/24  Mitigaton Monitoring and Reporting Progranms (MMRPs) (DS)
Proper structure components; Sundfrom limitations, Monitoring Plans
Assignment 4: Mitigations, MMRP
DueThurs. May 15

9 Tues. 4/29  Cunulative Impad Assessment (GM)
Identifying proper sphere of influence; list approach vs. growth rate;
assessment techniques; information sources; mitigation.
Assignment 5: Cumulative Impacts Analysis
Due Tues. May 20

10 Thurs. 5/1 Peer Review Discussion: Impad Analysis andMitigations(DS)

Critique Public EIR for adequacy
May Day—International Workers Day—what are we doing here?

11 Tues. 5/6 Mitigation Monitoring Site Visit (GM-DS)
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Meeting time and place TBD

(Assignment 3: Impad Analysis due)

12 Thurs. 5/8 Project Alternatives (DS)
Level of detail among alternatives; the concept of feasibility
Fatal flaw versus “permit level” of analysis
Environmentally preferred alternative

Assignment 6: Project_Alternatives Analysis
DueThurs. May 22

13 Tues. 5/13 The Permitting Process/Responsible Agency Review (GM)
USFWS, ACOE, Coastal Commission Permitting

14 Thurs. 5/15  Peer Review Discussion: Cumnulative Impad Andysis and Project
Alternatives (DS)
Critique Public EIR for adequacy

(Assignment 4: Mitigations and MMRP due)

15 Tues. 5/20 How to write an effective comment letter and respondto comments (GM)
The role of public review and comment

Assignment 7: Prepare Public Commentson Draft EIR Section
DueTues. May 27

(Assignment 5: Cumulative mpads Due)

16 Thurs. 5/22  Policies andother applicable regulations(DS)
How to write staff reports

(Assignment 6: Alternatives Analysis Due)

17 Tues. 5/27 Programmatic, Conprehengve Plan Environnental Impad Reports (GM)
Community Plans, Resource Conservation Issues, Housing, etc.
Day after Memorial Day—no excuses accepted for not showing up

(Assignment 7: Public Comments Due, oral presentations to follow)

18 Thurs. 5/29  Presentation and Respon® to Public Comments (DS-GM)
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19 Tues. 6/3 Presentation and Respone to Public Comments (GM-DS)

20 Thurs. 6/5 Class Review and Discussion, Medals & Promotions All Around(GM-DS)

REVISED FINAL EIRsDUE: Thursday 6/12by 4 p.m., in the ES Office
(remembe to includeall prior drafts with instructorsOcomments)

GRADING CRITERIA

Each person’s grade will be based on the following assignments:

1. Incomplete Letter: 20 pts. 10%
2. Project Description/Environmental Setting: 40 pts. 20%
3. Impacts: 40 pts. 20%
4. Mitigations/MMRP: 25 pts. 12.5%
5. Cumulative Impacts: 25 pts. 12.5%
6. Alternatives: 25 pts. 12.5%
7. Public Comments: 15 pts. 7.5%
8. Class Discussion Participation: 10 pts. 5%
9. TOTAL 200 pts. 100%

LATE ASSIGNMENTSWILL BE PENALIZED 10%OF THE ASSIGNMENT VALUE
IMPORTANT NOTES

1. Please make two copies of Assignments No.s 2 through 5. Your second copy will be provided to
one of your peers as a Draft EIR for the purposes of Public Comment in Assignment 7 on 5/20.

2. Please retain your copy with comments provided by Mohr and-or Stone on each draft
assignment. These must all be resubmitted with your Revised Final EIR by 6/12, to assist us in
reviewing your revisions and determining your final grade.

3. Assignment Page Limits: Please observe the limits on the assignments: we are looking for
FOCUSED EIR analysis. Quantity does not equal quality; in fact, CEQA frowns upon it!
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