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ES 135A SUMMARY COURSE OUTLINE 
 

One possible reason why things are not going 
 according to plan is that there never was a plan. 

--Ashleigh Brill iant 
JANUARY 7  
 
Introduction:  Course Overview  

Setting the Table for Planning Trends and Issues in California 
 
We can never know about the days to come but we think about them anyway.           

   -- Carly Simon 
Readings:  Fulton, Chapters 1 and 2 (reference) 
 
JANUARY 9 
 
Lecture:  History of Planning in the United States and the Evolution of Urban America, I  
 
History is always repeating itself, but each time the price goes up. -- Anonymous 
 
Readings: 
 
Lecture Outline: The Evolution of American City Planning. 
 
John M. Levy. 2000. ÒChapter 3; The History of Planning: Part IÓ, in Contemporary 
Urban Planning. Upper Saddle River, NJ. Prentice Hall. 25-49. 
 
JANUARY 14 
 
Lecture: History of Planning in the United States and the Evolution of Urban America, II  
 
The growth of the American city in the past century has meant the extension of streets and sewers and gas 
mains, and progressive heightening of office buildings and tenements.  There is a curious confusion in 
America between growth and improvement. 
     -- Lewis Mumford.  ÒCity DevelopmentÓ, 1973 
 
Readings: Fulton, Chapter 3 
 
Suburbs band with cities to stave off further decline. (1999, August 31). 
San Luis Obispo Tribune. p. A5. 
 
Halper, E. (2001, July 12). New vitality seen in ÔboomburbsÕ. Los Angeles Times.  
p. B8. 
 
Kotkin, J. What is New Suburbanism? Retrieved December 31, 2006 from 
http://www.planetizen.com/node/19457       xx 
 
Lewis Mumford. 1968. ÒPreface: The Fourth MigrationÓ, in The Urban Prospect. 
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New York. Harcourt, Brace, & World, Inc. ix-xx. 
 
Fishman, R. (2005). ÒThe fifth migrationÓ. Journal of the American Planning 
Association. 71,4: 357-366. 
 
JANUARY 16 
 
Lecture:  Defining Environmental Planning: Natural and Human Systems 
 
Interactions between man and land are too important to be left to chance.  

-- Aldo Leopold, 1933 
Readings:  
 
Randolph, J.(2004). Environmental planning. In Environmental land use planning 
 and management. (pp. 16-35, 625-6).Covelo, CA. Island Press. 
 
McHarg, I.L. & Steiner, F.R. ed. (2006). Ecological planning: 
The planner as catalyst (1978). In The essential Ian McHarg: writings on design and 
nature. (pp. 86-89).  Washington, DC: Island Press. 
 
Smith, Z. (1999). Ecosystem interdependence. In The environmental policy  
paradox. (pp. 1-5). Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall. 
 
Meadows, D. (1996, Spring). How we talk can determine how we live. 
Population Press. (League of Women Voters). 2. 
 
Wackernagel, M. & Rees, W. (1996). Ecological footprints for 
beginners. In Our ecological footprint: Reducing human impact on the  
Earth. (pp. 7-16).  Gabriola Island, BC. The New Catalyst. 
 
Miller, G.T.,Jr. (1988).  Table 5-3: Comparison of a natural ecosystem 
and a simplified human system. In  Environmental science: An introduction  
(2nd ed.). (p. 92). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company. 
 
McHarg, I.L. & Steiner, F.R. ed. (2006). Natural factors in planning (1997).  
In The essential Ian McHarg: writings on design and nature. (pp. 110-121) 
Washington, DC: Island Press. 
 
 
JANUARY 21 
 
Martin Luther  King Holiday 
 
The course of history can be changed but not halted.  Ð Paul Robeson (1898-1976) 
 
 
JANUARY 23 
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DUE:  Assignment 1- Getting to Know Your Community 
 
Lecture:  The Organization of Planning 
 
After all, if a policeman must know the Constitution, then why not the planner? 
        -- Justice William J. Brennan 
 
Readings: Fulton, Chapters 4 and 5 (reference):  
 
Context and Organization of Planning: The California Framework  
(Lecture Outline) 
 
Various Charts  (City of San Luis Obispo, Planning Process, PlannerÕs Dilemma) 
 
California GovernorÕs Office of Planning and Research. (1989). The planning 
commissionerÕs book. Sacramento; Author. (Reference for hearing report) 
 
Solnit, A. (1989). Prerequisites to doing an effective job. In  The job of the  
planning commissioner. (pp. 58-65, 86-91).Chicago. APA Planners Press. 
(reference for hearing report) 
 
JANUARY 28 
 
Lecture:  The Community Planning Process: The California Perspective 
 
I have seen the future     I saw the future and 
and it works. -- Lincoln Steffens   it didnÕt work   -- Zero Mostel 
 
Readings:  Fulton, Chapter 6. 
 
General Plan Lecture Outline. 
 
California GovernorÕs Office of Planning and Research (OPR). 2003. (Chapter 1)  
General plan basics, and (Chapter 3) Preparing and  
amending a general plan. In General plan guidelines. (pp. 10-19, 32-47.). 
Sacramento. (Table of Contents provided for reference) Available at   
http://www.opr.ca.gov/index.php?a=planning/gpg.html 
 
 
JANUARY 30: FIRST EXAM 
 
Yesterday is a cancelled check. Tomorrow is a promissory note. Today is ready cash. 
  Use it! 
      -- Edward Bliss, ÒGetting Things DoneÓ 
 
FEBRUARY 4 
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Lecture:  Implementing the General Plan, I 
 
You can zone it for oil wells, but you might not get any.   -- Fred Bair 
                ÒPlanning CitiesÓ, 1970 
 
Readings:  Fulton, Chapter 7. 
 
Implementing the General Plan: The Zoning Challenge (Lecture Outline) 
 
California GovernorÕs Office of Planning and Research. (1998) Examples of 
tools for implementing the general plan. In General plan guidelines. (p.165).  
Sacramento: Author. 
 
California GovernorÕs Office of Planning and Research. (1998). Hypothetical general 
plan/zoning compatibility matrix. In General plan guidelines. (p. 131). 
 
Meck, S., Wack, P.W., & Zimet, M.J.. (2000). Figure 14-3. The basic components 
of a zoning ordinance.  In Hoch, C, Dalton, L., & So, F., The practice of local 
government planning(3rd ed.). (p. 349). Washington, DC: International  
City/County Management Association.  
 
Haar, C.M. & Kayden, J.S. (1989). Zoning Today: A Time for 
Reckoning. Planning. 56 (6), 20-1. 
 
 
FEBRUARY 6 
 
Lecture:  Implementing the General Plan, II 
 
It is not enough to be busy; so are the ants.  The question is : What are we busy about? 
        -- Henry David Thoreau 

 
Readings:  Fulton, Chapter 8, 12 (203-211, Specific Plans). 
 
Kayden, J. 2004. ÒReconsidering Zoning: Expanding an American Land-Use  
FrontierÓ. Zoning Practice. January (01.04). 1-15. (Reference) 
 
City of Murrieta, California. (1997). Title 16 Municipal Code, Development Code. 
 Table of Contents.  See the following web site for specific examples 
http://ordlink.com/codes/murrieta/index.htm  
 
City of Pasadena On-Line Zoning Code. Available for review at 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/zoning/index.html 
 
Arendt, R.G.. (1999). Conservation zoning techniques. In Growing greener:  
Putting conservation into local plans and ordinances. (pp. 29-52). Covelo, CA:  
Island Press. 
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FEBRUARY 11 
 
Lecture: The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): An Overview 
 
We inherit the earth, but. . . we also rebuild the earth, -- without plan, without knowledge of  its properties, 
and without understanding of the increasing coarse and powerful tools which science has placed at our 
disposal.  We are remodeling the Alhambra with a steam shovel.      
       -- Aldo Leopold, 1933 
 
Readings: Fulton, Chapter 9. 
 
ÒAnd so God said, ÔTo hell with itÕ Ò  
 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): An Overview  
(selected power point slides) 
 
California GovernorÕs Office of Planning and Research. (1994). Tracking CEQA 
mitigation measures under AB 3180. (pp. 1-15).  Sacramento. Author. 
 
The Planning Center. (1998). Mitigation monitoring. In The last practical guide  
to CEQA for this century! (p. 20). Costa Mesa, California: Author. 
 
Dennis, N., Grassetti R., & Odland, R. (2001, Spring). An analytical framework  
for addressing the sustainability of development in environmental impact reports  
(Part 1). Environmental Monitor, 14-17. (Reference) 
 
Dennis, N., Grassetti R., & Odland, R. (2001, Summer). An analytical framework  
for addressing the sustainability of development in environmental impact reports  
(Part 2). Environmental Monitor, 18-21. (Reference) 
 
FEBRUARY 13 
 
Lecture:  Preserving Agricultural Land: The Need for Stewardship, I 
 
A land ethic then, reflects the existence of an ecological conscience, and in turn reflects a conviction of 
individual responsibility for the health of the land.    -- Aldo Leopold. 
 
Presentation: Valley at the Crossroads 
 
A nation that destroys its soil, destroys itself.  ÐFranklin Delano Roosevelt 
 
Readings:   
 
Preserving Agricultural Land: The Need for Stewardship (Lecture Outline) 
 
Daniels, T., & Bowers, D. (1997). The importance of farmland, Agricultural  
zoning, Creating a farmland protection package. In Holding our ground:  
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Protecting AmericaÕs farms and farmland. (pp. 1-13, 112-116, 120, 235-6, 303). 
Washington, DC. Island Press.  
 
Rich, D.K. (2005, February 12). The shrinking salad bowl: Finding our  
balance on the edge of hunger. San Francisco Chronicle. F7. 
 
Campbell, K. (2007, May 9). Central valley growth fuels farmers' land use concerns. 
Central Valley Business Times. 
 
Lucas, G. (2005, December 12). More farmers are cashing out of agriculture. 
Los Angeles Times. A1. 
 
FEBRUARY 18 
 
George WashingtonÕs Birthday observed. America goes crazy with joy! 
 
FEBRUARY 20 
 
Lecture:  Preserving Agricultural Land: The Need for Stewardship, II 
 
A nation that destroys its soil, destroys itself.  Ð Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
 
Presentation: Beyond Organic 
 
The farm not only grows food, it nourishes human character, is a challenge sand a teacher, 
a source of insight and values.       --Wendell Berry 
 
Readings: 
 
Ableman, M. (October 23, 2006). Know your farmer, know your food, 
San Francisco Chronicle. B5. 
 
American Farmland Trust. State programs Ð California. Paving Paradise. Sample pages. 
Available from http://www.farmland.org/programs/states/ca/default.asp  
 
Institute for Local Self Government. (2002). Farmland protection action guide:  
24 strategies for California. (pp. 3-8, +) Sacramento: Author. 
 
Preserving Agricultural Land: Culture & Environment: The Ventura County  
Experience (includes a number of related Ventura County documents)  
 
Saillant, C. (2005, October 10). Staking New Territory in Growth Control. 
Los Angeles Times. B1. 
 
Thompson, E. (2008 ,Winter). The climate change and land use connection. American 
Farmland. 17-18. 
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FEBRUARY 25 
 
Lecture: The Humane Metropolis 
 
Presentation: the Humane Metropolis (focus on William H. Whyte) 
 
Our National Flower is the concrete cloverleaf. -- Lewis Mumford 
 
Readings: 
 
Platt, R.H. 2005. Introduction: Humanizing the exploding metropolis and Epilogue. In 
The humane metropolis: People and nature in the 21st century city. (1-19, 315-322). 
Cambridge. Lincoln Institute of Land Policy 
 
Jane Jacobs (Projects for Public Spaces, PBS). Available from 
http://www.pps.org/info/placemakingtools/placemakers/jjacobs  
 
Gillham, O. (2002). What is spawl? In The limitless city: A primer on the 
urban sprawl debate. (pp. 3-23, 259-261). Covelo, CA: Island Press. (as assigned) 
 
FEBRUARY 27 
 
Lecture: New Urbanism/Smart Growth,  
 
The reason they call it the American dream is because you have to be asleep to believe it. 
         -- George Carlin 
Readings: Fulton, Chapters 17 and 18 
 
Poticha, S. (2000, January/February). Smart growth and new urbanism:  
WhatÕs the difference? Congress For The New Urbanism Update. P. 21. 
(For more information about New Urbanism see 
http://www.cnu.org/Intro_to_new_urbanism ) 
 
Calthorpe, P. (2004). The next American metropolis(1993). In Wheeler, S.  
and Beatley, T. The sustainable urban development reader. (pp. 73-80).  
New York. Routledge. 
 
 
Smart Growth Network. (2002). Introduction, Table of contents. In Getting to  
smart growth: 100 policies for Implementation. Available  
from http://www.smartgrowth.org/pdf/gettosg.pdf  
 
Smart Growth Network. (2003). Introduction and Table of contents. In  
 Getting to smart growth II: 100 more policies for implementation. 
Available from  http://www.smartgrowth.org/pdf/gettosg2.pdf  
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Wheeler, S. (2002). Smart Infill: Creating more livable communities  
in the bay area. San Francisco. Greenbelt Alliance.  (Reference) Available from 
http://www.greenbelt.org/downloads/resources/report_smartinfill.pdf  
 
MARCH 3 
 
Lecture: Planning for Sustainability (and Climate Change) 
 
I believe it to be perfectly possible for an individual to adopt the way of life of the future . . . without having 
to wait for others to do so. 

-- Mohandas Gandhi 
Readings: 
 
Sustainability and Community Planning: Need for New Directions Lecture Outline.  
 
Wheeler, Stephen. (2004). Theory of sustainability planning, in Planning for 
sustainability: Creating livable ,equitable, and ecological communities.  
London. Routledge. 35-52, 244. 
 
Wack, P.W. (April, 2007)The world changed today: a ten year reflection for a  
climate changing world. Focus (magazine of the City and Regional Planning  
Department, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo). 
 
Knack, R.E. (August-September 2006). Hot topic: You canÕt miss the buzz  
about global warming. Planning. 72,8: 40-43. 
 
Downs, A. 1972. ÒUp and down with ecology- the Issue attention cycleÓ.  
The Public Interest. 28: 38-50. 
 
Wiland, H. and Bell, D. (2006). Introduction: The path to sustainability.  
In Edens lost & found: How citizens are restoring our great American cities.  
White River Junction, VT. Chelsea Green. 1-19. 
 
MARCH 5: SECOND EXAM 
 
Facts do not cease to exist because they are ignored.  -- Aldous Huxley 
 
 
 
MARCH 10 
 
Guest Speaker:  Barry Berkus 
    The Berkus Group 
 
Everything is connected to everything else.-- Barry Commoner, ÒThe Closing CircleÓ, 1971. 
 
http://www.berkusdesignstudio.com/  
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MARCH 12:  
 
DUE:  Assignment 3- Planning Commission Hearing Report 

Democracy can not exist in silence. -- Charles Kuralt. 
 
Lecture/Discussion: Summary of Course 
 

Said one in his plea, ÒItÕs a marvel to me 
That youÕd give so much greater attention, 

To repairing results than to curing the cause; 
Why youÕd much better aim at prevention. 

 
 

It makes far better sense to rely on a fence, 
Than an ambulance down in the valley. 

    --Anonymous, 
           An Ambulance Down in the Valley 
 
GRADING PROGRAM 
(NOTE: in class cell phone disruptions: 25 point penalty, each occurrence) 
 
The following course components represent the total potential grade for this course: 
  ITEM              POINTS 
Two Exams (January 30, March 5)       500 
Assignment 1-Getting to Know Your Community (January 23)   200 
Assignment 2-Planning Commission Report (March 12)    300 
TOTAL          1000 
 
(Please note: Exams can only be made up for medical reasons, subject to letter from a 
Doctor.  Assignments 1 and 2 cannot be made up, and will be subject to a ten point an 
hour penalty for lateness) 
 
 
COURSE READINGS 
 
Fulton, William and Paul Shigley.  2005. Guide to California Planning. Third Edition. Point 
Arena, CA, Solano Press. 
 
Course Reader, (Available at Grafikart, 6550 Pardall Road,  Isla Vista) 
 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday and Wednesday, 3:45 PM- 4:45 PM. Bren 4021L.   
893-2968. pwack@calpoly.edu. (Note: do not send e-mails w/attachments) 
 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1086, Morro Bay, CA 93443-1086 
 
 

DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS 
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ASSIGNMENT 1- GETTING TO KNOW YOUR COMMUNITY (January 23) 
 
The purpose of this assignment is to promote understanding of the principles of local 
government planning through your community experience by doing the following. 
 
Prepare a map (s) of the neighborhood and community where you lived when you 
graduated from high school (hand drawn is OK).  Locate the major activities (stores, 
shops, employment centers, schools, etc.) within about two miles of your residence.  
Draw and locate the activities using symbols on an 8 ! Óx11 sheet, or a 11Ó X 17Ó fold 
out double page. Final scale of the map (s) depends on nature of neighborhood (urban or 
rural, etc.) Provide a legend, located on the bottom right hand corner defining the 
symbols used.  Clearly identify the name of the neighborhood at the top of the legend.  
Show the north arrow in the lower left hand corner, and print your name and date in the 
upper right hand corner. 
 
Note: The color code for land use planning maps are generally as follows:  
 
Residential: yellow (low density), brown (high density) 
Commercial: red 
Industrial: blue 
Government/Public buildings: gray 
Agriculture (light green), Open Space (a darker green) 
 
Attach this map to a one page presentation (single-spaced, 12 pt font), and include the 
following information: 
 
1. The population of your community in 1980, 1990 and present (2000 is OK in some 

cases).  If it has changed more than 20%, can you explain why?   
 
2. Identify the cities that border your community. Can you map them? 
 
3. Describe your neighborhood within the community.  What type of place is it?  Who 

lives there?  How do you define the boundaries of your neighborhood (do you know 
where it stops and starts)?  What do you like best and least about your neighborhood? 
(keep your response to this question within two paragraphs).  Include sources of your 
information (parents, relatives, high schools friends, publications, etc.) 

 
4. Identify when and where the first permanent building was established in your 

community. Is it still there? If not, what happened to it? 
 
Securing information should be relatively easy, given what is on the Internet, available by 
phone, etc.  Try the CERES site http://ceres.ca.gov/ for starters.  Also, your local chamber of 
commerce can be helpful. DonÕt hesitate to be creative and have fun with this assignment. 
A spiffy title is a must! 
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ASSIGNMENT 2-PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING REPORT (March 12) 
 
This assignment has been part of the course for 28 years and provides an opportunity to 
experience local democracy in action by attending either a county or city planning 
commission, city council, or board of supervisors land use hearing.  Attending in groups 
is encouraged to enhance the social flavor of the assignment, although preparing the 
report is an individual exercise.  
 
The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate the connection between the planning 
concepts presented in class and the practice of land use decision-making in the Òreal 
worldÓ.  This connection is provided by two items in the course reader, as noted below ( 
OPR and Solnit articles).  These two readings provide the criteria that class members will 
apply in evaluating the actions of the decision-makers, planning staff, applicants, citizens, 
and other participants at the hearing.  Class members are observers and may not 
participate in the festivities no matter how much you may want to. 
 
The report will include a minimum number of items: 
 
1. Name of public entity, hearing date, title of agenda item(s), and project description(s). 
 
2. Hearing summary, perhaps beginning with impressions of the setting where the 

hearing is being held; observations and analysis of the hearing item(s), based upon the 
criteria provided by the articles in the Course Reader  (OPR and Solnit).  Interaction 
among the players (i.e., decision-makers, planning staff and representatives from 
other city/county departments, developers/applicants and their representatives, 
citizens and groups, etc.), procedural effectiveness, responsiveness to community 
concerns, and the ability to get things done are a few examples. 

 
3. Conclude with lessons learned from the experience in terms of knowledge acquired 

from class resources and personal observations.  What role in planning do you see 
yourself possibly representing in the future (NOTE: you will be involved in the local 
planning public hearing process at some point in the future)? 

 
4. The format of the report will include a 2 page, single-spaced, 12 pt. font presentation 

with no cover page or fancy folder.   
 
Most class members will attend either the Santa Barbara City or County Planning 
Commission.  The County Planning Commission (www.sbcountyplanning.org)  meets 
every Wednesday from 9 AM-Noon, and from 1:00 PM until completing anywhere from 
3 PM until the cows come home.  The hearing room is located in downtown Santa 
Barbara at 123 E. Anapamu Street (at Anacapa) in the Engineering Building behind the 
County Administration Building.  The City Planning Commission (  http://www.santa-
barbara.ca.us/ ) meets generally every other Thursday from 1 PM until the agenda is 
completed in the Council Chambers at City Hall next to De La Guerra Plaza, between 
State and Anacapa streets.  The City of Goleta is another option, depending on the 
hearing items and subject to instructor approval prior to attending. Details will be 
provided during class sessions by the Instructor. 
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